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If you still have questions
after, I'm here for you every
step of the way. Just send me
a message and I'll get right
on it. 

phil@phildaley.co.uk
07598089726

Congratulations, you’ve
decided to marry your
special person! I'm so happy
to join you for the ride.  I
can’t wait to get to know
you and to capture your
wedding day.

You can be as organised as
you like planning your big
day, but I bet you're feeling
a little overwhelmed with it
all. But don’t worry – I've
created this guide to help
with the photography bits,
at least.

This planning guide should
hopefully help you through
all your photography-
related questions. These are
all the things that as a
photographer I’m thinking
about so that you spend
less time sweating the
small stuff and more time
getting ready for your big
day! 

Hi
T H E R E !



W H A T  T O

Part of my job is making
sure you feel calm,
authentic, and engaged
during a shoot with me and
I will go above and beyond
to ensure this is the case. I
will always direct and pose
you so you don’t feel or look
awkward in your photos, and
if there's something you're
not into, just say so.

expect
I use Pinterest and other
apps to collect inspiration
for your shoots, so together
we can plan out different
poses that feel great for you,
and angles that look great
in-camera. 

One thing I know for sure –
regardless of how much
planning you do, the
wedding will always unfold
as it’s meant to. Couples can
swing between extremes of
excitement and feeling
completely overwhelmed as
they’re going through the
stages of wedding planning.
In any case, know that it's
completely normal and that
I’ve got your back all the
way. 



B O N U S :

You’ll have beautiful 
images to add to your 
wedding invitations!

E N G A G E M E N T  

If the thought of making lovey 
eyes at your newly-acquired 
other half in front of a camera 
brings you out in a rash, then 
it’s probably a good idea to 
book an engagement session. 

Not only is it an incredible way 
for us to get to know each other 
and have a bit of fun without 
the pressure of a timeline or all 
your guests, but it can help 
calm the nerves, helps you 
build confidence in front of the 
camera, and allows us to create 
beautiful keepsakes in a chilled 
atmosphere. 

Plus who doesn’t love a new 
profile pic? 

We’ll get a better sense of how 
we work together and build a 
bit of shorthand ready for the 
big day.

Engagement sessions are 
included in my enhanced 
package, or you can purchase 
one as an add-on.

session



Tune out the noise that says you
should invite people based on
family or social obligations! This is
your day, you should stay true to
how you want to do it.

There is no shame in asking for
help. If you need to practice asking
for help in small incremental steps,
start now so that you’re a pro at
calling in some big favours in the
leadup to the wedding. And, guess
what? People who love you will be
thrilled to help!

Hold on tight, and enjoy the
process. It’ll rush by faster than you
know it.

Want to plan the wedding of
your dreams and keep your

sanity, too?

HERE ARE SOME TIPS FROM ME:



Timelines make your day flow
smoothly, giving your guests,
staff, and vendors a general
idea of when and where
everything will pan out. With
weddings, there is no one-
size-fits-all approach so it’s
super important to make a
timeline that works for you. If
you're using a wedding
planner or coordinator, they’ll
be able to help you create
something that aligns with
your vision of the perfect day.

But one thing to remember is
that things almost always
take longer than you think
they will, and no wedding
ever goes exactly to plan.
Allow some wriggle room in-
between events so you have a
second to breathe, kiss your
partner, and for God's sake
drink some water! 
I always try to keep a 30-
minute window of time before
the ceremony without any
photos to give you a chance
to settle those nerves, tame
those flyaways and fix your
lippy!

T IMEL INES



It totally depends on how you
want your day to go but you'll
be my best friends if you try to
structure your timeline so
that we’re shooting the
couple portraits at golden
hour - just before sunset, with
that beautiful late evening
glow all around you. There’s
nothing like this time of day
to capture the mood and
magic of the moment and
honestly, it simply makes your
photos better. Planning a
half-hour in your wedding day
where we can sneak off to get
those photos is super helpful
and makes my job a whole lot
easier. 

Want to just flow with the day
and not worry about those
portraits? No problem. We
can do it earlier in the day or
let's talk about doing your
couple shoot on a different
day after the wedding. That
way, you'll also get a second
outing out of the dress!



G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

Calm and chaotic all at once,
the getting ready part of a
wedding day has all of the feels
crammed into a couple of
nervous and tender hours. 

With all of the action buzzing
around the bride and groom, it’s
easy to find yourself in a really
frantic, crowded, and cluttered
space that inadvertently adds
stress. Think of the scenes in the
McCallister house at the
beginning of Home Alone – we
don't want that. Kevin got sent
to bed for a start. With Fuller,
and he wets the bed! 

Having the right space for this
part of the day is more
important for your photos than
most people think, which is why
I recommend considering this
early.



Here’s what I’ve learned  contributes to me getting good 
 preparation photos :

A clutter-free space – I will try to clear distractions around you, but
there is always a champagne glass or beer bottle that finds itself in
the photos.

Good natural light and lots of it! 
 TIP: A big window is ideal when taking portraits of people getting
 their makeup done (your makeup artist will love you for it, too.) 

If at home, don’t forget to get
rid of all of the day-to-day
clutter like hoovers, laundry
and the dog bowl. Fill the
space with flowers, your
favourite things and people.

Enough time (at least one hour for
the bride, and 30 minutes for the
groom). I’ll be sure to show up right
as the finishing touches are being
done, so leave the wedding dress
hanging up somewhere I can
capture the details. If the groom is
getting ready at the same place or
nearby I'll then head over there to
watch him fiddle with cufflinks and
forget how a tie works.



The traditional first look is
between the bride and father, or
the person walking them down
the aisle. Just like those little love
notes, the reaction shot of the
first look of the bride in their
dress is one of the sweetest
moments to capture. I like to do
mine with the bride's reflection,
so if you have a big mirror -
ideally floor length, I'll be sure to
capture something wonderful. 

If you're not one for tradition, the
new trend is to have the first look
between the bride and groom,
before the ceremony. Shaking off
that rule saying you shouldn’t see
each other until the aisle gives an
opportunity for a less obvious
shot, kicking up up the romance
levels a couple of notches. It
allows you both to share a private
moment without your guests and
lets me capture the unfolding
awe and excitement between
you. 

F I R S T look

I’m a big fan of Bride &
Groom first looks
because they ease the
pressure off during the
ceremony knowing we’ve
got that moment in the
bag, as perfect as it could
ever be. Plus, it's a really
fun opportunity for all of
us to put our heads
together and get creative
with them. 

But, they're very time-
sensitive. Planning is key
to make sure you're both
there with time to spare,
that the light’s right and I
can be in the right spot
to capture the surprise
and wonder of the
moment. When you’re
ready, let’s talk about
where you’ll each stand,
where I’ll be, and how we
can tee everything up so
the shot is absolutely
perfect.



C E R E M O N Y  &

Take. Things. Slow! With the kiss,
with the walking, with the
everything. Resist the urge to
rush through and just savour
every moment! This allows me
plenty of time to get the shots I
need, too.

Certain venues such as churches
and registry offices may have
restrictions on where I can and
can't shoot from, but if I can, I'll
be hopping around making sure
I cover all angles. Ignore me, and
focus on each other. When it
comes to the kiss, what works
well is if you hold it until I let you
know I have the shot.

reception



An unplugged ceremony basically means no photos taken
on guest phones or cameras. That's not me being precious,
but if it comes to the aisle walk or first kiss and someone
steps in front of me and blocks the shot with an iPhone
there's not a lot I can do, the moment's been missed. Even
worse is if they use a flash which can ruin my shots. Lots of
couples also want to save the 'big reveal' for their
professional photos and don't want phone pics going on
social media on the day where they can't control how they
look.  

Send a little reminder to your
guests before the big day, add a
note to service programs or let
your celebrant know so they can
remind your guests before the
ceremony begins. 

And tell everyone not to worry -
your photographer has it covered.

There will be plenty of time for
them to snap throughout the day,
but please, not when we can't do
it again. 

U N P L U G G E D  C E R E M O N Y



You’ll probably get mobbed!
Which is great and loving and
so so fun, but I want to capture
all of the tears and the hugs
and the high-fives. So, if you
can, try not to get cornered in a
tiny hallway or in front of the
toilets. Angle for a shady spot
outside or a well-lit spacious
room so I can be sure to capture
the many happy moments in all
their happy glory. If there’s a
confetti throw planned, let me
know ahead of time so I can
direct your guests and capture
you guys from the best angle

         T H E
C E R E M O N Y . . .
after



Depending on your own family setup, there is any number of
configurations we can photograph the wedding party in. Some
with everyone in them, some with each of your immediate
then extended families, and some variations of smaller and
larger groups. One thing that’s absolutely necessary for this
part of the day is that everyone knows it’s happening,
everyone’s on board, and there’s someone (wedding planner/
/member of the bridal party/best friend) who knows who
everyone is and can help me herd some cats! 

An ideal time for these shots is immediately after the
ceremony, but before the couple portraits. Once the reception
starts, there's an open bar and the secret smokers disappear
from their mum's line of sight, making sure everyone who
needs a photo with you gets one becomes a lot harder. (And
inevitably I'll be photoshopping spilt pints from ties and vol au
vents out of teeth.)

Before the wedding we’ll sit down and make a list of every
single person we’ll need and where they should be at what
time so we can fly through these and get everyone back to
celebrating as quickly as possible!

F A M I L Y  P O R T R A I T S



If you have a fleet of
bridesmaids or
groomsmen (or both),
it’s worth getting some
images of everyone
with the flowers and
the dresses and the
ties and the cute
matching outfits
before things get
messy. Just make sure
people know what’s
happening to help
everyone know where
to be and when.

W E D D I N G
P A R T Y



portraits
C O U P L E

It’s guaranteed that you’ll walk away from your wedding day
with so many incredible memories in your pockets. What’s
not guaranteed is that you’ll walk away from your wedding
day with a couples' portrait that you’re both absolutely in
love with – unless we set some time aside for it. 

So let’s give ourselves at least half an hour (preferably during
golden or blue hour), in a beautiful pre-scoped locale to
make something a bit magical. And, for the record, I’m not
opposed to sneaking away for portrait time more than once
throughout the day!



There’ll be plenty of time for
us to become comfortable
with each other before your
big day, but if you’re a little
unsure about spending time
in front of the camera, let me
know. Let's face it, for most of
us it's not how we'd choose to
spend our time and lots of
people have reservations
about it. I always do my best
to get to know my couples so
I direct you in a way that feels
authentic to you. Whether
you're the shy type or the
rowdy one, I’ve got lots of
prompts up my sleeve so
you’ll never be left wondering
what to do with yourselves. 

I even have a short
questionnaire to learn more
about you both. Give it a read
– at the very least it's good for
a laugh knowing I was
absolutely mortified writing
all those lovey dovey
questions!

For all the box-ticking photos
with aunts and uncles that
keep the mothers-in laws
happy (and don't worry, I'll
make sure to get those shots
too), your couple portraits are
a time to focus the lens on the
whole reason everyone's here
on the day. 



Whether your ceremony is indoor or outdoor, there are a few
simple but effective things that can be done to make sure
that all of the images sparkle as bright as your memories of
your wedding day.

L I G H T I N G



What time is your wedding, and what will
the lighting be like at that time? Can we
ensure you’re both evenly lit? Will I be
shooting into the sun? If we can make it
so that I’m not, that’d be amazing.
What will your background look like? Can
we make it pretty? Will there be anything
that could cast shadows onto your faces?
If I have more physical space to play
around with I’ll be able to get a nice mix
of different kinds of shots. Close ups,
details, wide-angles, and various candid
guests.
Elevate the composition of your shots by
having a symmetrical space. If you say
your vows under an arch or something
similar, your images will have that extra
little aesthetic oomph.

If outdoor,
let’s consider the following:



What kinds of windows does your venue
have? Do they use natural or artificial
light? Sometimes artificial light can make
things look really cold or clinical, but it’s
possible to warm things up a bit by
stringing up some warm festoon lights or
candles.
Are there any rules surrounding your place
of worship (if this is where we’re having
the ceremony) that I should know about?
If you’re unsure, consult with your
religious leader and ask them if they have
any rules they’d like me to know about. 
Would you like me to avoid using flash?
Do you have a preference as to how much
I move around during the
ceremony/reception? Would you like me
to jump in or hang back? 
Different photographers have such
different styles. Chances are, if you’ve
booked me you have a feel for my
aesthetic. I always do my best to be as
emotionally aware as possible, but it never
hurts to have a chat prior to the ceremony
so that I’m across it all.

If indoor,
let’s consider the following:



R E C E P T I O N

The more I know about the
layout of the venue and the
kind of lighting that will be
used, the better prepared I’ll
be to make sure all of the
details line up in favour of
amazing images.

+ dinner

From the details of where
you’ll be sitting and what
you have in the background,
to where you’ll be in relation
to the person giving
speeches, all of this is super
helpful for me to get a lay of
the land and understand
where to get the best shots.
Will there be a sit-down
dinner or will people be
making their way around
with snacks all night? Is it
formal or more of a relaxed
thing? If you’re having a DJ,
will they be using their own
lighting? The more fairy
lights and candles and non-
directional lighting the
better, multi-coloured disco
strobes don’t look good on
guests or their food! 

Also, most people don’t like
to be photographed while
they’re eating, so this is a
good time for me to grab a
quick bite too and prepare
for the rest of the night! If
you're going to feed me I'll
be very grateful, but ask the
kitchen to sort my meal
before your guests' so I'm
back ready to shoot before
speeches start!



F I R S T  D A N C E  &

Whether choreographed and
theatrical, or shy and a little
clumsy, the first dance is one
of the most tear-jerking
moments of the day. For me
to capture this perfectly, ask
everyone to give you two
sometime before flooding the
dance floor - I’d love to get
snaps that contrast the quiet
and the chaos equally. 

I always bring my own
lighting but ask whoever
controls the venue lighting to
ditch the disco strobes in
favour of warm spotlights,
candles, and atmospheric
lighting. 

Cake Cutting

When it comes to the
cake cutting, this is the
bit everyone wants to
film on their phones. So
we'll shoot a 'mock'
version first then I'll
hand over to your guests
to let them get their
own pics.



If you’re planning a sparkler exit, make sure to let me know
in advance! I can direct it properly, and it works best if
there’s a designated sparkler hander-outer so that
everyone’s sparklers are burning bright together! If you’ve
booked a venue that doesn’t allow for a sparkler exit, you
could opt for bubbles or confetti – just let me know so I can
ensure there’s enough light available for the shot.

This is usually where my job ends, and I’ll leave everyone to
party on into the wee hours while I head home super excited
about all of the incredible moments I’ve witnessed
throughout the day.

E X I T
Sparkler



It takes me between eight to twelve weeks to select, edit,
and deliver your photos after the wedding but I’ll be sure to
send a few sneak peeks within 48 hours so you can share
them while everyone’s still buzzing from the big day.

When I hand over all your finished images in the final
gallery, I will send you a client link where you can download
web and print sized versions. You'll also get a sharable guest
link if you'd like your friends and family to see. If you like, I
can also switch off the downloads on that link so only you
can share your photos. 

Feel free to post your photos on all your social media
profiles, but please don’t forget to tag me! Not only does it
help others find their way to my page, but know I'm just as
excited as you to see what everyone thinks!

Please, please, PLEASE don't edit, crop or add your own
filters when you post. You chose me to capture your special
day for a reason, so please don't change my finished work
(plus, it goes against the rules laid out in our agreement).

If any of your other vendors want to use my images for their
business pages, refer them to me and I can provide the
gallery and photo rights.

P H O T O  D E L I V E R Y



I know that this has been a lot of information to digest, but 
please know that no two weddings are the same, and not 
everything here will apply to yours. Sit down and have a 
discussion with each other about what feels right for both of 
you, and don’t hesitate to get in touch if you need anything 
talking through.

I’m so grateful you chose me and I can’t wait for your big day 
to roll around so we can start capturing something 
wonderful together! 

T H A N K  Y O U



I will always direct and pose you so you don’t
feel or look awkward in any of your
photographs.

Prepare the little details for your getting ready
shots ahead of time

Let me know about any lighting situations or
special moments you want covering.

Don’t forget to talk to your celebrant, registrar
or religious leader about their preferences and
my role as a photographer during the
ceremony.

Slow down, breathe, take it all in, and have a
good time!

L E T ’ S  R E C A P

talk soon




